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TO : The Secretary. Cot 


FROM : INR - Roger Hilsman 


SUBJECT: Khrushchev's Dispatch of Kuznetsov for the Cuban. . 
Negotiations in New York ; 


«“ 


I attach the most recent biographic sketch of V. V. 
Kuznetsov, First Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs, whom 
Khrushchev is sending to New York. 


τ """ 

We would add] to this sketch ‘the 
observation that.Jwhile there haveveen reports or friction 
between Khrushchev and Kuznetsov, Khrushchev has frequently 
expressed his admiration and respect for the First Depu 
Foreign Minister. fReznotecy 'c Party history is certainly] 
more impressive than (Gromyko's and, in particular, ] 
Kuznetsov has been part of the fringes of the central 
leadership] where Gromyko has been a bureaucrat distinctly 


op leadership group. | . 


We have no knowledge of where, or indeed whether, 
Kuznetsov may have lined up in any intramural Kremlin 
disputes, and we think it is a safe assumption that he 
was selected for the mission by Khrushchev as the best 
available man. 


- 
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Thus while Kuznetsov, like every Soviet representative, 
Will obviously have tight reins on him, the fact that he was 
dispatched, together with his long-standing Party history, 
indicate that he will be coming to negotiate rather than’: - 
merely to posture. τς εὐ 
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Biographic sketch of V. V. ‘Kuznetsov 
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KUZNETSOV, Vasiliy Vasil'yevich USSR 
V. V. Kuznetsov, a versatile and hi ga-ranving Soviet official, has 
been First Leputy Minister of Forcim Atfair. Crs) since 1955 and is 


currently head of the Soviet dclegzvicn to υἷε L7-Natiou Geneva Disarmaneat 


Conference. A memoer of the Central formitice cf the CPSU since 1939, he 
at 


was once a member of its Organizaticac? Bureau (Orgburo) (1946- 52) and 
its Presidium (October - March 1953). 


Kuznetecv was born near Gor'kiy PSrSR i: 1901. Starting as @ worker 


in the steel industry, he later Lecaze ε metallurgical engineer (steel is 
still his fevorite conversational τοῖο). Jn the eakjy thirtigs he studied 
in the Unit... States, where he acquire? a Mestcr's Degree from ‘Caynegic 
Instituve of Technology and working e perience at the Ford plant ic Detroit. 
Later, an fr:-rican labor leader wes Ὁ- remirx vrat Kuznetsov "knows more 
acocuy Aseric:c industry and labor than most smericans. 


Dearing the war Kuznetsov servec as 8 Ceputy cheirman of the USSR State 
Plannics Comzission (Gosplan) and then, in i944, was named Chairmen of the 
Seviet trade union movement. In 1953, following the death of Stalin, ne 
jvinci the Mt 58 a deputy minister, anc was appointed Ambassador te the 


Chine:> People's Republic (CPR). Kuznetsov spent about a year in P2ipi 
5 otf 


Ξε cte@ly r-intaining control of the Commuuist movement in Asia ané τι 


ating zsrly Soviet differences with Mac Tse-tung. 


vtnetscv bas travelled frecusntly abried ana has attended a cumber 
of :>-:sions :Φ the UNGA as deputy chairman .> chairman of the Soviet c=lega- 
ὧδ s:vompanied Khrushchev <o icc CPR in i958 and later that yee: 


tics. 

ser:.° 2s chief of the S:viet deleg:.sioa tc tre Geneva Conference on 2. rpricc 
Ati. το In key 1958, after attendin: tLe izcuguration of President Frondizi 

in +. ~.1tie:, he visited Uruguay, Mexico, ana the United States. (io a private 


σοι θ᾽: 2tion with Ambassador Lodge, Kuznetsov made the familiar Soviet zsllega- 
tion ‘inet Latin America is a “private preserve" of the United States.] de 
als:. sende2 the Soviet delegation te the Inver:ational ConTerence on Antarctica 
dr Weascingtcz held in October 1950 anc served as an advisor of the USSA delicga- 
‘et thc 1960 Paris Summit Conference. 
oe 


Kuznetsov is highly respectec by American officials as an adroit and 
‘inteliigent exponent of Soviet policies, who combines an agreeable personality 
with a professional manner that includes hershness, vitriolic expression, 
and a determination to get things done. Ambassador Lodge once remarked that 
Kusaetsov wes “by all odds superior" to any of the high ranking Soviet 
officials he had met at the UN. Keportedly there is friction between Kuznets 


; 


and Khrushchev, but in his contacts with Weeterners Kuznetsov gives the im- . 
ressio 


